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Tue second subfamily of the Ploceid:e, Ploceine, is distin- 
guished by the larger size of the bastard primary, which is 
never very sharply pointed; the tail always square or 
rounded, never elongated nor graduated; the claws always of 
moderate length, strong, and much curved. 

The species of this group generally build in colonies, and 
with few exceptions their nests are hung from the ends 
of boughs or reeds, and are spherical, with an elongated 
entrance. 

The members of this subfamily run so closely into each 
otber that I have only been able to base four genera upon 
struetural differences, but have considered it advisable to 
recognize two others, Plocepasser and Malimbus, separated 
solely upon style of colouring, as they are well-marked 
divisions aud have been generally accorded generie rank. 
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The genus Ploceus includes a large number of more or less 
well-marked “ groups.’ This term I prefer to subgenera, as 
it does not necessitate the invention of new Latin names, 
which I have no intention of employing; but a comprehen- 
sion of these groups will greatly simplify the classification 


which I here propose. 


Key to the Genera of PLOCEINE. 


a. With the base of the culmen forming an angle 
on the forehead in front of the eyes. 
a’, Nostrils touching the frontal feathers. 

a. Nostrils entirely covered by the frontal 
feathers. Tail extending beyond the 
wings by more than 14 length of tarsus. 
Underparts white; back earthy brown; 
forehead black, with the feathers edged 
or tipped with white. Small: wing 
rarely exceeds 2:5 inches in length. 
Sexes similar in plumage cr 

b2. Nostrils exposed. Tail shorter, never ex- 
tends beyond the wings by 14 length of 
tarsus, rarely by so much as the length 
of the tarsus. Sexes generally dissimilar 
in plumage. 

b, Entire underparts nearly white; upper 
back uniform earthy brown; entire 
crown uniform black or rufous. With 
abroad wilitereveutowar 04s. ess 

c?. Never with a broad white eyeberow. 
Never with the entire plumage black 
and red... mamas fe oka 

d. Entire plumage black and red...... ae 

b', Nostrils not sufficiently basal to touch the 
frontal feathers. With no yellow on the 
plumage. Large: wings over 4 inches in 
length. Sexes similar in plumage ...... 

b. With the base of the culmen not forming an 
angle on the forehead in front of the eyes, 

but extending back in a rounded ridge to a 

line with the eyes. Bill very stout, culmen 

evenly curved, Forehead and base of pri- 
maries white in adults. Sexes similar in 
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19. SPOROPIPES. 
1847. Sporopipes, Cab. Arch. f. Naturg. Type. " 
1847,p. 3832... . . . . . . S. squamifrons. 
This is a well-marked genus; the covering of the nostrils 
by feathers is a character entirely peculiar toit, and it shows 
no very close affinities to any other of the genera. The nest, 
which I believe to be well figured in Smith's Ill. Zool. S. Afr., 
much resembles that of an Zstreida ; but the structural 
characters of the two species, especially the possession of a 
large bastard primary, refer them to the present subfamily. 


Key to the Species. 
a. Smaller. Back of the head and nape of the 


game Clow as Ge mantle... 0020109000 108. S. squamifrons. 
b. Larger. Back of the head and nape rufous, 
iiamperpaler biüwnpc 15; ewer. creen ces 109. S. frontalis. 


108. SPOROPIFES SQUAMIFRONS. 

Estrelda squamifrons, Smith, Rep. Exp. Expl. Centr. Afr. 
1836, p. 49. 

Fringilla lepidopterus, Licht. 1842, fide Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, 
1836, p. 444. 

Euplectes lepidopterus, Hartl. Syst. Verz. Brem. 1844, 
p. 69. 

Amadina squamifrons, Smith, Ill. Zool. S. Afr. 1844, pl. 95. 

Sporopipes lepidopterus, Cab. Arch. f. Naturg. viii. 1847, 
p. 333. 

Phileterus squamifrons, Strickl. & Sclater, Contr. Orn. 
1832, p. 150. 

Sporopipes squamifrons, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. 1871, p. 61. 

Hab. S. Africa: Matabele, Bamangwato, Transvaal, Orange 
river, Great Namaqua, Damara, and Benguela. 

a,b. September and October, Matabele-land. c. January, 
Rustenburg. These are all in full plumage. 


109. SPOROPIPES FRONTALIS. 
Loxia frontalis, Daud. Traité Orn. ii. 1880, p. 445, Senegal. 
Sénégali à front pointellé, Vicill. Ois. Chant. 1805, p. 39, 
pl. 16. 
Fringilla frontalis, Viel. N. D. xii. 1817, p. 181. 
B2 
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Amadina frontalis, Rüpp. Neue Wirb. 1835—40, p. 101. 
«  Estrelda frontalis, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 

p. 968. 

Sporopipes frontalis, Cab. Mus. Hein. i. 1851, p. 179. 

Hab. N.E., E., and W. Africa. South from about 17? N. 
lat. to Ugogo in E. Africa and Senegambia in W. Africa. 

a, d juv. February, Lado. The immature bird has no 
white spots on the black forehead and moustaches. 


20. PLocEPassER. 

1836. Plocepasser, Smith, Rep. Exp. Expl. Type. 

Centr. Afr. 1836, pol e cpm a MR 
1837. Agrophilus, Swains. D. W. Afr. 1. 

ISZ; DS m o so o o o o o [Pe CIT TO RERO 
1837. Leucophrys, Swains. Class. B. i. 

1837, P 287, fic, 262 (hoad | o ao ee ial 
1851. Philagrus, Cab. Mus. Hein. i. 1851, 

p.179 a 4 c e o oo o o o Jo TOOG 


The present genus shows, perhaps, slight affinities to 
Sporopipes in its style of colouring. The latter is the sole 
character on which I’ have separated it from Ploceus, to 
which it is undoubtedly very closely alhed. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Crown rufous. Rump and upper tail-coverts 
DIVIN V EDU TN EE DE 110. P, superciliosus. 

b. Crown blackish. Rump and upper tail-coverts 

white. 
b'. With no trace of spots on the throat. 

P. Eyebrows, breast, and white on wing- 

coverts slightly shaded with buff. The 

white ends to the greater coverts nar- 


TONO... isses SRI TIU SLLE 111. P. mahali. 
c. With no shade of buff on the white 
portions of the plumage. The white [ rhynchus. 
ends to the greater coverts broader .. Subsp. 112. P. melano- 
c. With blackish spots on the throat and 
crop. 


d?, Bill black. Spots on the throat darker 1123. P. pectoralis. 
€. Bill pale brown. Spots on the throat 
ces stie e d ese cota ne NR RE E 114. P. propinquatus. 


Ot 
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110. ProcEPASSER SUPERCILIOSUS, 

Ploceus superciliosus, Rüpp. Cretzschm. Atlas, 1826, p. 24, 
pl. 15, Kordofan. 

Agrophilus superciliosus, Swains. B. W. Afr. i. 1837, p. 209. 

Plocepasser superciliosus, Rüpp. Syst. Uebers. 1845, p. 78. 

Passer riippeli, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 510. 

Philagrus superciliaris, Heung]. Orn. N.O.-Afr. 1871, 
pp. 536, exxviil. 

Hab. N.E. and W. Africa. Between about 16° and 9? N. 
lat. in E. Africa and Senegambia. 


111. PLOCEPASSER MAHALI 

Plocepasser mahali, Smith, Rep. Exp. Expl. Centr. Afr. 
1836, p. 51, N. of Orange river; id. Ill. Zool. S. Afr. 1841, 
pl. 65. 

Leucophrys pileatus, Swains. Class. D. ii. 1837, p. 287, 
fig. 262 (head). 

Philagrus mahali, Cab. Mus. Hein. 1. 1851, p. 179. 

Agrophilus hematocephalus, Licht. Nomencl. 1854, p. 50 
(type exam.). 

Plocepasser pileatus, Layard, B. S. Afr. 1867, p. 187. 

Hab. S. Africa, north of abont 30? S. lat., Matabele, 
Transvaal, Griqualand, Damara, Lake Ngami, and Benguela. 

There is a black-billed specimen in the British Museum, 
collected by Mr. Oates in Matabele-land, which is nearly 
intermediate between this form and P. melanorhynchus. 


112. Subsp. a. PLocEPASSER MELANORHYNCHUS. 

Plocepasser melanorhynchus, Rüpp. Syst. Uebers. 1845, 
p. 78, Shoa. 

Ploceus superciliosus, Des Murs (nee Rüpp.) in Lefébvre's 
Voy. Abyss. 1845-50, p. 110, Atlas, pl. 9. fig. 2. 

Agrophilus melanorhynchus, Licht. Nomencl. 1854, p. 50. 

Plocepasser mahali, Antin. (nec Smith), Cat. 1864, p. 67. 

Philagrus mahali, Heugl. Orn. N.O.- Afr. 1871, p. 537. 

Philagrus melanorhynchus, Heugl. t. c. p. 538, pl. 31, 
App. p. exxvii. 

Hab. N.E. and E. Africa. Between about 13 N. lat. and 
3? S. lat., from Abyssinia to Ukambani. 
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113. ProckPassER PECTORALIS. 

Philagrus pectoralis, Peters, J. f. O. 1868, p. 133, Inham- 
bani (type exam.). 

Hab. S. Africa, from the Zambesi to Inhambani. 

In the British Museum there are three specimens from 
Tette, oa the Zambesi; they differ from P. mahal in having 
the bill black, the mantle of a rather more rufous shade, and 
in the feathers of the crop having large dark brown lanceolate 
centres. 


114. PLOCEPASSER PROPINQUATUS. 

Plocepasser propinquatus, Oustalet, MSS. in Paris Mus., 
Somali. 

Hab. E. Africa, Somali. 

As I have not seen a printed description of this bird, I 
here give the notes I took from the type specimen when in 
Paris last year. Very similar to P. melanorhynchus, but 
differing in the bill being pale brownish, the sides of the 
head paler, with black sides to the white throat much more 
distinctly marked. The feathers of the crop with pale brown 
centres. Wings similar in colouring to P. melanocephalus, 
but about 4 inch shorter. Tail-feathers with broad white 
ends. 


21. PLocEus. Type. 


1817. Ploceus, Cuv. Règne An. i. p. 406 P. philippinus. 
1887. Symplectes, Swains. B. W. Afr. 


Tape Ou, 2-5 . P. bicolor. 
1837. Eupodes, Jard. & Selby, ri. ou 
pU. 2a Mc » P. bicolor. 
1849. Hyphantornis, Gray, Gen B. ii. 
Deol eG. i oe . P. cucullatus. 
1850. Loudia, Reichb. Av. sca Nan 
50 ple O o o ee . P. madagascariensis. 


1850. Nelicurvius, Bp. Consp. i. p. 439 P. pensilis. 
1850. Sifagra, Reichb. 1850, fide Cab. 
Mus. Hein. i. 1851, p. 181 . P. luteolus. 
1851. Sycobrotus, Cab. Mus. Hein. i. 
Pelen a a a a a eer! 


v 


bicolor. 
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1851. Hyphanturgus, Cab. t. c. p. 182. P. ocularius. 
1860. Calyphantria, Heme, J. f. O. 
1860, p. 144 (nom. emend. pro 
IOWOTU T M o. v os . P. madagascariensis. 
1861. Ploceolus, Reichb. Sn TOS. p. E P. luteolus. 
1861. Xanthophilus, Reichb. t. c. p. 84 P. aureoflavus. 
P. subaureus. 
P. melanotis. 


1861. Oreolinus, Reichb. t. c. p. 84 
1861. Anaplectes, Reichb. t. c. p. 86 
1874. Plocéella, Oates in Hume's Nosts 

& Eggs Ind. B. ii. p. 443. . P. hypoxanthus. 
1878. Sharpia, Bocage, Jorn. Lisb. 

Moren P 20S . o . . P. angolensis. 
1881. Icteropsis, Pelz. Verh. a at 

Ges. Wien, 1881, p. 149 . . P. ocularius. 
1885. Melanopteryz, | Weichen. Zool. 

Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, p. 125. P. nigerrimus. 
1885. Cinnamopteryz, Reichen. t. c. 

D l2 o o a o o o o o EDIETHPYDIUY (TS EDGE 


Key to the Groups. 


A. Breast grey, pale brown, olive, or red. Sexes 

Missa A plumage ...x0eescerher nnn I. * Foudia’ Group. 
B. Breast white. Bill slender ous generally 

orange-red; when blackish the throat is 

Be NUE Matar  css auem dera o TINI i Ne aes IL. Anapleetes Group. 
C. Breast entirely yellow. Entire upper parts 

and sides of the head black or brownish 

black. Bill rather slender and bluish, 

paler towards the cutting-edges. Sexes 

m PO PLUME vcro ret rrr III. Sympleetes Group. 
D. Breast yellow or white. Throat yellow. 

Sides of the head black. Bill black and [throated Group. 

uno ENA LELY SULOMO tate an. ye aim este see cuts IV. Black-eared Yellow- 
E. Breast yellow. Sides of the head yellow, 

with a black band through the eye in 

both sexes. Males with the throat black; 

females with the throat yellow. Bill 

father clendenand) blac cv esee et V. LHyphanturgus Group. 
F. Entire underparts bright yellow. With no 

black on the head, Bill black and variable 

in strength. Sexes similar in plumage .. VI. Yellow Group. 
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G. With a large portion of the plumage bright 
yellow. Portion of the throat and portion 
of the sides of the head black. Wings 
brown, the feathers edged with olive or 


(low Group. 


yellow. Sexes dissimilar in plumage.... VII. Black-headed Yel- 


H. With no yellow on the underparts, which 
are black or chestnut in adult males, 
With no red on the plumage .......... VHI. 


Key to the Species. 
A. Foup1a Group. 
a, Breast grey. Under tail-coverts chestnut. 
a’, Crown and sides of the head black...... 115 
b', Crown and ear-coverts olive shading in 
ello Uy Oley er ee asta eee 
b. Breast brown, olive, or red; under tail- 
coverts never chestnut. Mantle brown, 
olive, or red, with more or less distinct 
dark centres to the feathers. 


c, Head and neck yellow. Bill very stout.. 116. 


d'. IIead, neck, and rump scarlet. 

d*. With no black band through the eye. 
Mantle olive-shaded brown. Bil 
stout oeo e e teeter TL OLDL Uy 

e. With a black band through the eye. 


e., Mantle red. Bill stouter .......... 118. 


[ Group. 
Dark-coloured 


. P. nelicourvi, d. 


D. nelicourwi, 9. 


P. sakalava. 


[mus. 

. P. eminentissi- 
[ ensis. 

P. madagasear- 


f^. Mantle brown. Bill slender ,..... 119. P. ruber. 


e'. Head and neck never uniform yellow. 
Head, neck, and rump never red. Bill 
slender. 

f°. Head and throat yellow, shaded with 


red on the forehead and cheeks. ..... 120. 


g^. General plumage olive, with the crown 


and throat shaded with yellow ...... 12r 


B. ANAPLECTES GROUP. 

a. Bill orange-red. The quills broadly edged 
with bright yellow or red. The head and 
neck red in fully adult males. 

a’. Quills broadly edged with yellow. Head 
and neck yellowish in the females. 
a^. With no black on the ear-coverts .... 122 
b. With the ear-coverts black, partially 
weed: with ted ic gs e co esee 133 
b^. Quills broadly edged with red. Sides of 


tbe Ihemal Daek nasanecaescuanonacons 124. 


P. flavicans. 


P. seychellensis. 


. P. rubriceps. 
. P. gurneyi. 


P, melanotts. 
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b. Bill blackish brown. Quills not edged with 


yellow or red. Throat white, like the 


breast. Upper parts blackish brown, with 
the rump pale yellow; the upper back 


mottled with white; the median 


and 


greater wing-coverts with white ends .... 


C. SYMPLECTES GROUP. 


a. Entire upper parts and the throat jet-black . 
b. Upper parts dark brown, with narrow whitish 


edges to the quills. Throat not black. 


b. Feathers of the forehead and throat brown, 


Ie wit WME cert 


e, Forehead uniform brownish black. 


c, Chin white, shading into yellow on the 
lower throat. Upper throat occa- 
sionally mottled with blackish. Upper 
half of the head uniform with the 


lack EE e Tes 


d^. Throat brown, slightly mottled with 


whitish. Upper half of the head 
darker than the back .......... 


D. BLACK-EARED YELLOW-THROATED GROUP. 
a. Back of the neck and upper back olive. 


Crown yellow in both sexes ........ 


b. Crown yellow in male, black in female. 


wees 


b'. Back of neck and upper back black and 
ashy brown. Abdomen and under tail- 


(COWS WL MEETS eo 


cl. Back of neck and upper back black. 


entire underparts bright yellow.... 


E. HYPHANTURGUS GROUP. 


The 


ae ae 


a. Back, tail, and wings black or brownish 
black. Males with the sides of the head 


and crown yellow, the black ocular band 
scarcely extending behind the eye ; femalés 
with the crown black and the black ocular 
band extending back so as to join that 
colour on the nape, thus forming a distinct 
yellow eyebrow. 

a’, Slightly paler above; rump, tail, and 


. P. angolensis. 


5. P. kerstene. 


|. P. stietifrons. 


128, P. bicolor. 


[cephalus. 


. P. amauro- 


. P. baglafect. 


. P. emini. 


. P. reichenowr. 


edges of the quills tinted with olive.... 135. P. nigricoliis. 
b. Back, wings, and tail entirely jet-black.. 134. P, melunoranthus. 
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b. Back, tail, and wing, when'closed, nearly uni- 
form olive. Crown and sides of the head 
nearly similar in both sexes, the black there 
being confined to a well-marked ocular 
band. 
c. Bill rather more slender. Males with the 
head slightly paler and with an olive 
shade on the nape. Females with the 
crown very similar to the male’s; throat 
and sides of the head more strongly 
tinted with chestuut o st ae 185. P. ocularius. 
d'. Dill rather stouter. Males with no olive 
shade on the nape; yellow of the head 
darker, being more strongly tinted with 
chestnut. Females with the crown olive, 
only passing into yellow on the fore- 
head; throat pale yellow; sides of the 
head with scarcely any trace of chestnut 
Shades eee iaa oL ELM e 136. P. brachypterus. 


F. YELLOW GROUP. 


a. Much larger: wings more than 3 inches. 
a'. With a strong chestnut shade on portion 
of the head aud neck. 
«°. Entire front half of the head and the 
throat shaded with chestnut ........ 137 P. capensis. 
b?, Upper half of the head and sides of the 
neck shaded with chestnut. Chin and 
upper throat bright yellow.......... 138. P. princeps. 
C. Crown, nape, and sides of the neck 
bright yellow. Entire throat and 
cheeks strongly shaded with chestnut. 139. P. xanthopterus. 
b'. With no strong chestnut shade on the 
plumage. 
d*, General plumage slightly more olive. 
Inner webs of the quills narrowly 
edged with buff The tail-feathers 
darker, and with no pale edges ...... 140. P. vanthops. 
e. General plumage slightly yellower. The 
inner webs of the quills and tail- 
feathers broadly edged with bright 
WOllOW "curse M EUM .. l41. P. subaureus. 
b. Much smaller: wings less than 3 inches. 
c, Upper back uniform, No chestnut on the 
forehead. 
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f^. Upper back olive. Wings dark brown, 

with strongly contrasting yellow edges 

to the feathers. Head and underparts 

deep yellow. Throat shaded with 

CIERNE ION SORS einem 

g^. Back, wings, and tail when closed 
nearly uniform yellow. 

g. Head and throat duller yellow, with 

a slight chestnut tinge e 

kè. Head and throat of a bright orange 

ING Cae Gu ents ohden so DRE or 

d', Upper back olive, streaked with dark 

centres to the feathers. Forehead and 

cheeks chaestunut. c... cosas 2589959 


G. BLACK-HEADED YELLOW GROUP. 


a. Bill very stout. Sides of the head and upper 
half of the throat black in both sexes. 
The male has the crown yellow; the 
female has it black, shading into olive on 
the nape, and bounded on each side by a 
broad yellow eyebrow. This eyebrow, in 
the birds out of plumage, is brownish buff 
and always strongly marked ............ 

b. Dill weaker and variable in strength, Fe- 
males with no black on the plumage. 

b. With no black on the centre of the fore- 
head. 
b. Crown strongly shaded with chestnut. 

b. Black of the throat not extending 
further down than in a line with 
the back of the ear-coverts. Ear- 
Covere Wade oorococoaoooonoaos 

c3, Black of the throat extending to the 
crop.  Ear-coverts chestnut and 
OS eco TOUS d DL. . E 

€. Crown not shaded with chestnut. 

d’. Upper back strongly mottled with 
jet-black, owing to the feathers being 
of that colour with broad yellow 
euds | Wile oo inches,,.,...... 

e. Upper back mottled with brownish 
black, owing to the centres of the 
feathers being of that colour with 
their sides yellow, thus giving a 


142. P. aurantius, 


143. P, aureoflavus. 


144. P. bojeri. 


145. P. galbula. 


146. P. superciliosus. 


147. P. vitellinus. 


148. P. teniopterus. 


149. P. spilonotus. 
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somewhat streaked appearance. The 
dark colour shows mostly towards 
the base of the neck, thus forming 
a partial ill-defined collar. Wing 
3S inches ia dur. vis Cee eee 
J^. Upper back uniform yellowish olive. 
Mang 2:7 inches 125. 5. n eee 
c. With an entirely black forehead. Black of 
the throat extending tothe crop. Entire 
sides of the head black. 
d°. With no portion of the back black. 
4^. Black of forehead narrow, not ex- 
tending over the entire front half of 
Pe Cro Tate lll stat c 
g*. Slightly smaller: wing 2-9 to 3:1 
inches. Yellow of crown slightly 
more shaded with chestnut next 
to the black forehead. 
$^. Brighter. Back yellower. Edges 
of the wing-feathers bright 
yelow o pecu eee eee 
A. Duller. Back more olive. Edges 
of the wing-feathers pale buff. . 
ht. Slightly larger: wing 33 to 3:4 
inches. Yellow of crown slightly 
Inore umWornue e eS ss Reate 
h3. Black of forehead extending over the 
front half of the crown. Nape not 
black. 
i. Upper back olive. Chest yellow. 
?. Small: wing less than 2:5 inches. 
Dil comparatively long and 
slender. 

?. Back of the head uniform 
deeper yellow. Back and 
rump uniform olive. Wing- 
feathers more narrowly edged 
with;ohyos uM e ie 

J. Back of the head paler and 
shaded with olive towards 
the neck. Back slightly paler 
and yellower, and inclining 
to bright yellow on the rump. 
Wing-feathers broadly edged 
with builish) yellow ........ 


150. P. speki. 


151. P. heuglini. 


152. P. velatus. 


Ist var. 


2nd var. 


ord var. 


53. P. personatus. 


151. P. luteolus. 
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ï. Larger: wing more than 2'5 
inches. 
k^. Slightly smaller. Under sur- 
face of the wings not so 
yellow; under wing-coverts 
and inner margins of the 
quills buff, Above, edges of 
the wing-feathers not so 
broad and not such bright 
yellow. Bill slightly longer 
and more slender. | 
k7, Bill slightly more slender. 
Back and the wings when 
closed nearly uniform olive 155, P. subpersonatus. 
D. Bill slightly stouter. Mar- 
gins of the wing-feathers 
more buff or yellower than 
Ue PACs Meee Ie ene 156. P. intermedius. 
ie, Slightly larger: wing 3 inches. 
Under surface of the wings 
yellower; under wing-co- 
verts and broad inner margins 
to the quills bright lemon- 
yellow. Wing - feathers 
broadly edged with yellow. 
Bill slightly stouter and [cephalus 
SHOTUET, A S c tees sese qs 157. P. melano- 
k*. Upper back yellow like the nape. 
C hestbiehesgint o E 158. P. dimidiatus. 
l. Entire back yellowish chestnut. 
Wing-coverts broadly edged with 
that colour. Chest chestnut.... 159. P. badius. 
?. Entire head including the nape black. 
m*, Smaller: wing less than 3 inches. 
Back yellow, slightly tinted with 
olive. Wing-feathers broadly 
edged with bright yellow. Under- 
parts deep yellow, shaded with 
chestnut towards the black of the 
Phoa t MUS cmd ME MM 160. P. capitalis. 
n*, Larger: wing about 4 inches. 
Back olive-yellow, with obscure 
dusky centres to the feathers. 
Beneath yellow, shading into a 
chestnut collar next to the black. 161. P. grandis. 
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e’. Back yellow and jet-hlack. 

k’. Upper back evenly mottled, owing 
to all the feathers being black with 
broad yellow ends. 

o, Black of the head and throat sur- 
rounded by chestnut, which ex- 
tends over a portion of the chest . 

p^ Black of the head and throat sur- 
rounded by yellow E 

P. Upper back with a central angular 
yellow patch, some of the feathers 
being entirely yellow, and with a 
broad black band down the sca- 
pulars, some of the feathers being 
entirely black. 

g*. With the black of the head en- 
tirely surrounded by a band of 
deepiehrestmutese c LE 

m, With the black of the head not 
surrounded by chestnut. Nape 
yellowish chestnut... .9..- 1. 


H. Dark-cOLOURED GROUP. 

a. Wings and tail brown, with pale edges to 
the feathers. Head and neck black, entire 
pody chestnut renee E 

6, Wings and tail uniform black. 

b!. Back, abdomen, and under tail-coverts 

chestnut. Head, neck, and chest black . 

c!, Lower back black. 
œ. Portion of the plumage chestnut. 

c, With a large yellow patch on the 
upper back. Breast bright chest- 
nut. Head, neck, thighs, and under 
tail-coverts black. ...3 2.22 eee 

d*. Head, neck, part of upper back, 
and the breast yellowish chestnut, 
shading into dusky brown on the 
flanks, abdomen, aud under tail- 
GOVeris | DUE 


115. ProckUvs NELICOURVI. 


162. P. cinctus. 


163. P. nigriceps. 


164. P. cucullatus. 


165. P. abyssinicus, 


166. P. rubiginosus. 


167. P.castaneofuscus. 


168. P. tricolor, g ad. 


D, tricolor, 9 vel juv. 


169. P. nigerrimus. 


Parvus nelicourvi, Scop. Flor. ct Faun. Insub. 1786, p. 96. 
Loxia pensilis, Gm. S. N. 1. 1788, p. 860. 
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Ploceus pensilis, Vicill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 128; Milne- 
Edw. & Grandid. Hist. Madag. Ois., Atlas, ii. pls. 179, 180. 

Ploceus nelicourvi, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 352. 

Nelicurvius pensilis, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 439. 

Hyphantornis pensilis, Hartl. Vóg. Madag. 1877, p. 210. 

Nelicurvius nelicourvi, Bartlett, P. Z. S. 1879, p. 771. 

Hab. E. and N.W. Madagascar. 

* Parvus," Scop., being an adjective, cannot be employed 
for a genus and, besides, it was no doubt an error for Parus. 


116. PLOCEUS SAKALAVA. 

Ploceus sakalava, Hartl. Faun. Madag. 1861, p. 54; Milne- 
Edw. & Grandid. Hist. Madag. Ois., Atlas, ii. pls. 177a, 
178; Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, pl. 5. fig. 2. 

Hab. W. Madagascar. 


117. PLocEUS EMINENTISSIMUS. 

Foudia eminentissima, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 446, E. Afr. 
(type exam.) ; J. Verr. Nouv. Arch. du Mus. iii. 1867, p. 7, 
pl. 2. fig. 2, Zanzibar. 

Ploceus algonde, Poll. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 423, Mayotte ; 
Poll. & Schl. Faun. Madag. pl. 34. 

Calyphantria comorensis, Cab. V. d. Decken's Reisen, iii. 
1869, p. 31, pl. 10, Mayotte. 

Calyphaniria eminentissima, Cab. l. c. — 

Foudia algonde, Hartl. Vóg. Madag. 1877, p. 216. 

Foudia comorensis, Hart]. t. c. p. 217. 

Hab. E. Africa and Comoro Islands. Zanzibar Island, 
Zambesi, and the islands of Mayotte, Anjuan, and Great 
Comoro. 

I examined in the Paris Museum some specimens of this 
species, collected by M. Humblot in Great Comoro, with a 
new MS. name on the labels, which I trust may never be 
published. 


118. PLocEUS MADAGASCARIENSIS. 
Bruant de l'Isle de Bourbon, Daub. Pl. Enl. 321. 
Loxia madagascariensis, Linn. S. N. i. 1766, p. 300. 
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Fringilla bruante, P. L. S. Müll. Naturs. Suppl. p. 164. 

Emberiza fuscofulva, Bodd. Table d. Pl. Eul. 1783, p. 20. 

? Emberiza borbonica, Gm. S. N. 1. 1788, p. 886, ex Duff. 

Foudi, Vieill. Ois. Chant. 1805, p. 96, pl. 63. 

Fringilla madagascariensis, Vil. N. D. xii. 1817, p. 235. 

Euplectes ruber, Swaius. (nec Gin.), An. in Menag. 1858. 
p. 309. 

Ploceus madagascariensis, Hartl. Ann. & Mag. Hist. Nat. 
ser. 2, ii. 1848, p. 389; Milne-Edw. & Grandid. Hist. Madag. 
Ois., Atlas, ii. pls. 181, 182. 

Foudia madagascariensis, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 445. 

? Foudia borbonica, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 69, pl. 31. 
fig. 248. 

Calyphantria madagascariensis, Cab. V. d. Decken’s Reisen. 
ill. 1869, p. 31. 

Hab. Madagascar, and as an introduced bird in Mauritius, 
Réunion, Seychelles, and Mohilla. 

In the Paris Museum there is a specimen of P. madagas- 
cariensis from Réunion, which is orauge-vellow instead of red. 
This abnormal colouring is due, I have no doubt, to its having 
been caged. 


119. PLOCEUS RUBER. 

Moineau de lIsle de France, Daub. Pl. Enl. 665. 

Red-headed Finch, Brown, Ill. 1776, pl. 28. fig. 2. 

Emberiza rubra, Gm. S. N. 1. 1788, p. 877, ex Buff. 

Fringilla erythrocephala, Gm. t. e. p. 908, ex Brown. 

Fringille cardinaline, Vicill. Ois. Chant. 1805, p. 52, 
pl. 28. 

Ploceus erythrocephalus, Swains. An. in Menag. 1838, 
p. 308. 

Foudia erythrocephala, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 445. 

Foudia martineti, ‘‘ Gray," Müll. J. f. O. 1856, p. 114. 

Foudia rubra, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 68, pl. 31. figs. 244, 
245. 

Hab. Mauritius. 

a, ad. Mauritius (Paris Mus.). 6, 9. Mauritius (Bew- 
sher, Shelley Mus.). 


lbs IOS EIE 
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120. PLOCEUS FLAVICANS. 

Foudia flavicans, E. Newton, P. Z.S. 1865, p. 47, pl 1. 
figs. 1, 2, Rodriguez Island. 

Ploceus flavicans, Schl. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 421. 

Hab. Island of Rodriguez. 


121. PLOCEUS SEYCHELLENSIS. 

Foudia seychellarum, E. Newton, Ibis, 1865, p. 353, note, 
Marianne Island. 

Hab. Seychelles. 


122. PLocEUS RUBRICEPs. 

Ploceus (Hyphantornis) rubriceps, Sundev. Œ@fv. K. Vet.- 
Ak. Forh. Stockh. 1850, p. 97, Limpopo. 

Sycobius rubriceps, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 438. 

Anaplectes rubriceps, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 87. 

Malimbus rubriceps, Elhot, Ibis, 1876, p. 466, pl. 13. 
fig, 2,6 o 

Sharpia ayresi, Shelley, Ibis, 1882, p. 353, pl. 7. fig. 2. 

Hab. S. Africa: Matabele and Transvaal. 

The type of my Sharpia ayresi agrees perfectly with two 
other specimens I have examined in the British and Berlin 
Museums, supposed to be females of P. ruficeps, and I have 
been led to consider that my type was either not iu full 
plumage or a female, although it was sexed as a male by 
Mr. T. Ayres, who is generally most accurate, and both he 
and Mr. J. S. Jameson, who were present when it was shot 
out of a colony then breeding, assured me they never saw a 
red-headed specimen. 


T 


123. ProcEus gurNey!I. (Plate I. fig. 1.) 

Sycobius rubriceps, Bocage (nec Sundev.), Jorn. Lisboa, 
ISIT D 27D 

Hab. Benguela. 

This species is very similar to P. rubriceps, from which it 
differs in having the ear-coverts black, slightly washed with 
red. The chin, space in front of the cyes, and the front and 
upper portion of the cheeks black. Length 6'1 inches, 
culmen 0:6, wing 3:3, tail 2°3, tarsus 0'8. 

The type specimen, labelled Caconda (Anchieta), was pre- 
SER. V.—VOL. V. . C 
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sented to me by Prof. Barboza du Bocage, and a full account 
of this species will be found in his ‘Orn, Angola,’ p. 334. 
The specimen described is not quite in full plumage, the upper 
back and crop being only mottled with yellow and red. 

I have much pleasure in naming this South-African species 
after Mr. J. H. Gurney, in acknowledgment of the able 
work he has done for the ornithology of those regions. 


124. ProcEus MELANOTIS. 

Ploceus melanotis, Lafr. Rev. Zool. 1839, p. 20, Senegal ; 
id. Mag. Zool. 1839, pl. 7. 

Ploceus erythrocephalus, Rüpp. Syst. Uebers. 1845, pp. 71, 
76, Shoa. 

Sycoeius melanotis, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 498. 

Ploceus leuconotus, Müll. Naum. iv. 1851, p. 28, Abys- 
sinia. 

Euplectes pyrrhocephalus, Heugl. Syst. Uebers. 1856, p. 89. 
no. 384. 

Ploceus hematocephalus, Württ. Naum. 1857, p. 433, 
Fazogl. 

Anaplectes melanotis, Reichb. Singvog. 1861, p. 86, pl. 44. 
fig. 333. 

Malimbus melanotis, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. 1871, p. 60. 

Calaphantria melanotis, Fisch. Zeitsch. ges. Orn. 1884, 
p. 382. 

Calyphantria erythrogenys, Fisch. & Reichen. J. f. O. 1884, 
p. 181, Maurui, Pare. 

Hab. N.E., E., and W. Africa. In East Africa between 
about 14? N. lat. and 4° S. lat. and Senegambia and Casa- 
manse on the West Coast. 

a, d. March, Lado; 5,4 . October, Shoa. 


195. PLocEvs ANGOLENsis. (Plate I. fig. 2.) 

Sharpia angolensis, Bocage, Jorn. Lisb. 1878, p. 258; id. 
Orn. Angola, 1881, p. 558. 

Hab. S. Africa: Benguela. 


126. PLOCEUS KERSTENI. 
Sycobrotus kersteni, F. & H. Vóg. Ostafr. 1870, p. 404. 
Symplectes kersteni, Y. & H. t. c. pl. 6. 
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Hab. E. Africa: between about 2? N. lat. and 7? S. lat. ; 
from Wito to Ugogo. 


127. PLOCEUS STICTIFRONS. 

Sycobrotus bicolor, F. & H. (nec Vieill.), Vóg. Ostafr. 1870, 
p. 408, Zambesi (Livingstone). 

Symplectes stictifrons, Fisch. & Reich. J. f. O. 1885, p. 373, 
Lindi (type exam.). 

Hab. E. Africa; from the Rovuma to the Zambesi. 

The type in the Berlin Museum agrees perfectly with a 
specimen in my own collection procured by Mr. Joseph 
Thomson near the Rovuma river, which bird has the wing 
3:5 inches long. In the British Museum there are three 
specimens collected in the Shiré valley by the Livingstone 
Expedition; these measure in the wings 3:1, 3:1, 3:25 inches ; 
they are small and rather pale in the colouring beneath, and 
although otherwise similar to the type in plumage, they 
show, I consider, signs of immaturity in the structure of 
some of the feathers, and in the colouring of their bills at the 
gape. They may ultimately prove to be a small pale-breasted 
subspecies. 


128. PLOCEUS BICOLOR. 

? Pyranga icteromelas, Vieill. N. D. xxvii. 1818, p. 291, 
America ! 

Ploceus bicolor, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 127, Senegal. 

Fringilla gregalis, Licht. Verz. Doubl. 1823, p. 23, Kaf- 
fraria. 

Ploceus chrysogaster, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1830, p. 92, inland 
from Algoa Bay. 

Symplectes chrysomus, Swains. B. W. Afr. i. 1897, p. 170, 
S. Africa. 

Euphodes xanthosomus, Jard. & Selby, Ill. Orn. 1837, 
plos ean. 

Hyphantornis chrysogastra, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 
1849, p. 351. 

Sycobius gregalis, Gray & Mitchell, t. c. p. 352. 

Sycobius bicolor, Gray & Mitchell, 1. c. 

Symplectes bicolor, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 439. 

c 2 
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Sycobrotus bicolor, Cab. Mus. Hein. i. 1851, p. 182. 
Hyphantornis bicolor, Finsch, J. f. O. 1867, p. 247. 
Symplectes chrysogaster, Reichen. J. f. O. 1885, p. 373. 
Hab. S. and W. Africa. In S. Africa itis only known from 
the 'Transvaal, Natal, and the eastern portion of Cape Colony, 
but in W. Africa it has been reeorded from Angola, Abhor 
ou the Niger, Sierra Leone, Casamanse, and Senegambia. 

a, d. W. Afr. (Maidstone Mus.). 6. Cape of Good Hope 
(type of Euphodes «anthosomus). 

In the Paris Museum I was shown what was said to be 
the type of Ploceus bicolor. All the specimens I have seen 
agree perfectly with Natal birds, so that I eannot agree with 
Dr. Reichenow (J. f. O. 1885, p. 373) in considering the 
S.-African bird distinct from Ploceus bicolor, and that the 
plumage deseribed as Sycobrotus amaurocephalus, Cab., 1s the 
typical W.-African form. 

With regard to the synonymy, all the names except those 
given by Vieillot, and S. amaurocephalus, Cab., have been 
bestowed on S.-Afriean skins. 


129. PLOCEUS AMAUROCEPHALUS. 

Sycobrotus amaurocephalus, Cab. J. f. O. 1880, p. 349, 
pl. 31. fig. 1, Angola. 

Symplectes amaurocephalus, Bocage, Orn. Angola, 1881, 
p. 558. 

Hab. W. Africa, Angola. 

I have not seen the type, so have kept it separate from 
P. bicolor; but from the figure and deseription, and the fact 
of there only being one specimen recognized, I much doubt 
its specifie distinctness from P. bicolor. 


130. Procrus BAGLAFECT. 

Ploceus baglafect, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 127. 

Ploceus melanotis, Guér. (nee Lafr.), Rev. Zool. 1843, 
p. 321; Müll. Deser. Nouv. Ois. d'Afr. part iv. 1854, pl. 2, 
head. 

Ploceus auricularis, Flor. Prévost in Lefébvre's Voy. 
Abyss. 1845, Atlas, pl. 2. fig. 1 (type exam., Paris Mus.). 
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Hyphantornis guerini, Gray, Gen. B. i. 1849, p. 351; 
Heugl. Orn. N.O.-Afr. pl. 11. fig. 3, head. 

Textor melanotis, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 442. 

Ploceus melanogenys, Müll. Naum. 1851, p. 28, Abys- 
sinia. , 

Ploceus aurantius, Heugl. (nec Vieill.) Syst. Uebers. 1856, 
p. 38. no. 360. 

Ploceus leucophthalmus, Heugl. 1. c. no. 378. 

Ploceolus melanotis, Reichb. Singvög. 1861, p. 78, pl. 37. 
fig. 286. 

Hyphantornis melanotis, Blanf. Geol. & Zool. Abyss. 1870, 
p. 403. 

Hyphantornis temporalis, Bocage, Jorn. Lisb. 1880, p. 244, 
Caconda. 

Symplectes baglafecht, Reichen. J. f. O. 1885, p. 373. 

Hab. N.E. and S. Africa: Bogos, Abyssinia, Shoa, and 
Caconda in Benguela. 

a,d; b,9. May, Senafé (Blanford, Brit. Mus). © g. 
January, Shoa. 

In the characters given for Hyphantornis temporalis, Bocage, 
I see none to separate it from the present species. 


131. PLOCEUS EMINI. 

Sycobrotus emini, Hartl. Orn. Centralbl. 1882, p. 92; id. 
J. f. O. 1882, pl. 1. fig. 1, d$, 2, 9, Agaru (Emin Bey). 

Hyphantornis emini, Hartl. J. f. O. 1882, p. 322. 

Symplectes emini, Reichen. J.f. O. 1885, p. 373. 

Hab. N.E. Africa: Upper White Nile, about 5° N. lat. 

4,9. April; b8, c, d, May, Agaru (Emin Bey). 


132. PLOCEUS REICHENOWI. 

Sycobrotus reichenowi, Fisch. J. f. O. 1884, p. 180, Lake 
Naiwascha. 

Hyphanturgus reichenowi, Fisch. Zeitsch. ges. Orn. (Ma- 
darász), 1884, p. 330. 

Symplectes reichenowi, Reichen. J. f. O. 1885, p. 373. 

Hab. E. Africa, south of the equator to about 4° Ñ. lat. 

Mr. H. H. Johnston found it abundant im the Kilimanjaro 
Mountains. 
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133. Procrus NIGRICOLLIS. 

Malimbus nigricollis, Vieill. Ois. Chant. 1805, p. 74, pl. 45, 
g, Congo. 

Ploceus flavicapillus, Vic. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 128, d, 
Congo. 

Ploceus nigricollis, Vieill. t. c. p. 129. 

Ploceus jonquillaceus, Vicill. t. e. p. 130, 9 . 

Ploceus atrogularis, Voigt, Cuv. Thierr. i. 1831, p. 564. 

Ploceus atricapilla, “ Vieill.," Less. Compl. Buff. viii. 1837, 
p. 907 (err. pro flavicapilla). 

Sycobius St. Thome, Hartl. Rev. Zool. 1848, p. 109; id. 
Abhandl. nat. Ver. Hamb. 1848, pl. 9 (very bad). 

Symplectes nigricollis, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 439. 

Hyphantornis grayi, J. & E. Verr. Rev. et Mag. Zool. 
1851, p. 514. 

Symplectes chrysophrys, J. & E. Verr. t. e. 1855, p. 106, 
Gaboon. 

Estrelda jonquillacea, Müll. J. f. O. 1856, p. 116. 

Ploceus tricolor, Temm. MS. 1854, fide Hartl. (nce Hartl. 
1854) Orn. W.-Afr. 1857, p. 135. 

Hyphantornis flavigula, Cass. Pr. Ac. Philad. 1859, p. 134, 
Gaboon. 

Hyphantornis nigricollis, Reichb. Singvög. 1861, p. 87, 
pl. 44. fig. 325. 

Hyphantornis jonquillaceus, Reichb. |. c. 

Hyphantornis amauronotus, Weichen. J. f. O. 1877, p. 27, 
Loango. 

Hab. W. Africa, from the Congo river to Senegambia. 


134. PLOCEUS MELANOXANTHUS. 

Sycobrotus nigricollis, F. & H. (nec Vieill.) Vóg. Ostafr. 
1870, p. 405 (part E. Afr.). 

Hyphanturgus melanoxanthus, Cab. J. f. O. 1878, pp. 205, 
332, 9, Mombas. 

Hyphanturgus nigricollis, Cab. J. f. O. 1878, p. 232,8. 

Sycobrotus melanoxanthus, Shelley, P. Z. S. 1881, p. 585. 

Hab. E. Africa : Zanzibar Province, between about 1? and 
TOS Slat 
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135. ProcEvs OCULARIUS. 

Ploceus ocularius, Smith, Proc. S. Afr. Instit. 1828, fide 
Smith, Ill. Zool. S. Afr. 1839, pl. 30. fig. 27 2. : 

Ploceus gutturalis, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1881, p. 92, inland 
from Delagoa Bay. 

Hyphantornis gutturalis, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. D. ii. 
1849, p. 351. 

Hyphantornis ocularia, Gray & Mitchell, 1. c. 

Hyphanturgus ocularius, Cab. Mus. Hein. i. 1850, p. 182. 

Ploceus ocularis, Gurney (err.), Ibis, 1862, p. 37. 

Hyphantornis ocularis, Ayres, Ibis, 1867, p. 431. 

? Hyphantornis crocata, Hartl. Abhandl. nat. Ver. Brem. 
vii. 1881, p. 100, Magungo (min Bey). 

? Icteropsis crocata, Pelz. Verh. zool.-bot. Ges. Wien, 1881, 
p. 149. 

Hab. E., S., and W. Africa: the whole of E. and S. Africa 
south of about 5? N. lat., and Landana in W. Africa. 

a, d. May, Agaru (Emin Bey); this would be, I suppose, a 
typical H. crocata, Hartl. b, 3. Mombas; c, d. Zambesi 
(Brit. Mus.) ; d, 9. February, Landana (Petit, Shelley 
Mus.). 

Dr. Hartlaub informs me by letter that his Hyphantornis 
crocata is totally distinct from the Jcteropsis crocata, Pelz., 
for which latter species he has therefore suggested the name 
of Sitagra pelzelni. 


136. ProcEUs BRACHYPTERUS. 

Ploceus brachypterus, Swains. B. W. Afr. i. 1837, p. 168, 
pl. 10, g. 

Ploceus flavigula, Hartl. Rev. Zool. 1845, p. 406, 9, 
Accra; Müll. Descr. Ois. d’Afr. 1854, pl. 20. fig. 1. 

Hyphantornis brachyptera, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 
1849, p. 351. 

Hyphantornis flavigula, Gray & Mitchell, l. c. 

Textor flavigula, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 442. 

Hab. W. Africa. From the Gaboon to Senegambia and 
Fernando Po. 

This form is very closely allied to P. ocularius, but the 
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characters, though slight, appear to be constant. It has been 
recorded from Landana (Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1867, 
p. 309),-but I think this may be a mistake, as I have P. ocu- 
larius, 9 , from that locality. 


137. PLOcEUS CAPENSIS. 

Oriolus capensis, Gm. S. N. 1. 1788, p. 392. 

Icterus olivaceus, Hahn, Vóg. As. &c. Lief. vi. 1822, pl. 4. 

Icterus caffer, Licht. Verz. Doubl. 1823, p. 19, Kaffraria. 

Ploceus aurifrons, Temm. Pl. Col. 1823, pls. 175, d, 
176 ọ. 

Ploceus abyssinicus, Less. (nec Gm.) Traité d'Orn. 1831, 
p. 434, Cape. 

Ploceus icterocephalus, Swains. Class. B. 1. 1837, p. 189. 

Ploceus aureus, Des Murs in Letébvre’s Voy. Abyss. 1845, 
p. 108. 

Hyphantornis aurifrons, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 951. 

Hyphantornis capensis, Gray & Mitchell, l. c. 

Oriolinus capensis, Reichb. Singvog. 1861, p. 84, pl. 42. 
figs. 315, 316. 

Oriolinus aurifrons, Reichb. t. c. pl. 43. figs. 317, 318. 

Hyphantornis olivaceus, Gurney, Ibis, 1868, p. 161. 

Hab. S. Africa: from the Zambesi to Natal and the 
eastern portion of Cape Colony. 

This species bas been recorded from N.E. Africa by 
Des Murs, Heuglin, and Hartlaub, and from Senegambia by. 
Temminck and Rochebrune, but I feel confident that it is 
not a native of any of these localities. Probably these 
errors have arisen. from the females of other species having 
been mistaken for the present one, and havc been multiplied 
by copying. 


138. PLocrus PRINCEPS. 

Symplectes princeps, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 439, Prince’s 
Island. 

Hyphantornis princeps, Reichb. Singvóg, 1861, p. 87. 

Hab, W. Africa: Prince's Island. 
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139. PLoceUs XANTHOPTERUS. 

Hyphantornis, sp., Kirk, Ibis, 1864, p. 322, Shiré. 

Hyphantornis xanthopterus, F. & Il. Vég. Ostafr. 1870, 
p. 399 (type exam). 

Hyphantornis castaneigula, Cab. J. f. O. 1884, p. 240, 
pl. 3. fig. 1, Zambesi (type exam.). 

Ploceus castaneigula, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, 1. 1886, 
p. 118. 

Hab. S.E. Africa: Shiré and Zambesi. 

a, type. Dcember, Lower Shiré (Kirk, Brit. Mus.). 


140. PrLocEUS XANTHOPS. 

Hyphantornis xanthops, Hartl. Ibis, 1862, p. 342, Angola 
(type exam. Brit. Mus.). 

Hyphantornis aurantiigula, Cab. J. f. O. 1875, p. 238, 
Loango. 

Ploceus xanthops, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, 
p. 123, pl. 5. fig. 1. 

Hab. E., S., and W. Africa. In E. Africa, Kituiin Ukam- 
‘bani, Gonda, and Ugalla; in S. Africa, Matabele and Ben- 
guela; in W. Africa from Angola to the Loango coast. 


141. PLOCEUS SUBAUREUS. 
Ploceus subaureus, Smith, Pr. S. Afr. Instit. 1832, April, 
fide Smith, Ill. Zool. S. Afr. 1839, pl. 30. fig. 1, Algoa Bay. 
Ploceus tahatali, Smith, Rep. Exped. Expl. Cen. Afr. 
1836, p. 50. 
. Hyphantornis subaurea, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 
1849, p. 351. 
Oriolinus subaureus, Reichb. Singvög, 1861, p. 84, pl. 42. 
fig. 314. 
Hab. S. Africa: Swaziland, Transvaal, Natal, and the 
eastern portion of Cape Colony. 
A specimen in the British Museum, labelled H. tahatali, 
is an immature bird of this species. 
142. PLOCEUS AURANTIUS. 
Malimbus aurantius, Vieill. Ois. Chant. 1805, p. 73, pl. 44, 


Congo (type exam. Paris Mus.). 
Ploceus aurantius, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 130. 
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Hyphantorms aurantia, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 351. 

Hyphantornis royrei, J. Verr. J. f. O. 1865, p. 97. 

Hab. E. and W. Africa: Mozambique (Oustalet), and from 
the Congo to the Niger. 

a. November, Bonny (Crossley, Brit. Mus.) ; b, d .October, 
Landana. 


143. ProcEUS AUREOFLAVUS. 

Ploceus aureoflavus, Smith, Ill. Zool. S. Afr. 1839, text to 
presos D Wo Ae 

Hyphantornis aureoflava, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 
1849, p. 351. 

Textor aureoflavus, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 441. 

Hyphornis aurea, Natt., Hartl. J. f. O. 1860, p. 180. 

Ploceus aurantius, Vieill. var., Biauc. Spec. Zool. Mosamb. 
fasc. xviii. 1865, p. 322, Mozambique. 

Hyphantornis subaureus, Hartl. (nec Smith), P. Z. S. 1867, 
p. 826, Zanzibar. 

Hyphantornis concolor, Heugl. J. f. O. 1867, p. 389. 

Hab. E. Africa. Zanzibar Province from Mombas to Zan- 
zibar, Simbaveni (Böhm), and possibly Mozambique. 

I doubt the accuracy of the following localities :—Nubia 
(Rüpp. Leyden Mus.), Sierra Leone (Smith), and, in the 
British Museum, “ Senegal (Dr. Smith). 


144. Procrvus BoJERI. 

Xanthophilus aureoflavus, Reichb. (nec Smith) Singvóg. 
1861, p. 84, pl. 42. fig. 312. 

Hyphantornis bojeri, Hartl. & Finsch in Cab. v. d. 
Decken’s Reisen, iii. 1869, p. 32. 

Ploceus bojeri, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, 1. 1886, p. 120. 

Hab. E. Africa: between about 1? N. lat. and 7? S. lat. ; 
from Barava in South Somali to Zanzibar Island. 

a, d. July, Mombas Island. 


145. PLOCEUS GALBULA. 
Ploceus galbula, Rüpp. Neue Wirb. 1835-40, p. 92, pl. 32. 
fig. 2. 
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? Ploceus aureus, Des Murs in Lefébvre’s Voy. Abyss. 
1845, p. 108, Adowa. 

Hyphantornis galbula, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 351. 

Textor galbula, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 441. 

Hab. N.E. Africa, cast of the Nile from Suakim to Somali- 
land, and resident at Aden. ` 


146. PLOCEUS SUPERCILIOSUS. 

Hyphantornis superciliosus, Shelley, Ibis, 1873, p. 140, 
Fantee, Acera. 

Ploceus superciliosus, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, 
P 955. 

Hab. W. Africa, Loango, Niger, and Gold Coast. 

a, d. November, Shonga on Niger. Crown yellow, sides 
of the head and upper throat black. 6, 9. Crown black, 
shading into dusky olive towards the nape ; a broad yellow 
eyebrow joins the yellow of the neck. Sides of the head and 
upper throat black. Sides and lower half of the throat and 
the chest yellow. Abdomen, thighs, and under tail-coverts 
buff. Baek olive-brown. These two specimens are in the 
British Museum, and are in the fullest plumage I have yet 
seen. 

In the colouring of the crown in the sexes this species 
somewhat assimilates P. emini and P. reichenowi, but in its 
general structure it most nearly approaches P. vitellinus. 


147. PLOCEUS VITELLINUS. 

Fringilla vitellina, Licht. Verz. Doubl. 1823, p. 23, Sene- 
gambia. 

Ploceus ruficeps, Swains. B. W. Afr. ii. 1837, p. 262, 
Gambia. 

Hyphantornis vitellina, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 351. 

Textor vitellina, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 441 (syn. excl.). 

Ploceus sublarvatus, Müll. Naum. 1851, p. 28, Sennaar, 
Nubia. 

Teator sublarvatus, Müll. Descr. Ois. d'Afr. part iii. 1854, 
pl. 12, d 9. 
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Ploceus auranticeps, Heugl. Syst. Uebers. 1856, p. 38, 
no. 370. 

Ploceolus sublarvatus, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 77, pl. 36. 
figs. 279, 280. 

Ploceolus vitellinus, Reichb. t. c. p. 78, pl. 37. figs. 284, 
285. 

? Xanthophilus sulphureus, Reichb. t. c. p. 84, pl. 42. 
fig. 313, F. 

Textor galbula, Antin. (nec Rüpp.) Cat. p. 63 (part.). 

Textor chrysopygus, Heugl. J. f. O. 1864, p. 246, d, 
Nubia. 

Ploceus flavomarginalis, Pr. Württ. MS. fide Heugl. J. 
(83657 95:209: 

Ploceus vitellinus, Weichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, 
p. 148. 

Ploceus reichardi, Reichen. t. c. p. 150, Karema. 

Hab. N.E., E., and W. Africa. South from Berber about 
17? N. lat. to the Zambesi, and on the west coast from 
Accra to Senegambia. 

P. reichardi, Reichen., is only known to me by the original 
description, which appears to me to agree perfectly with the 
present species. 


148. PLocEUS TENIOPTERUS. 

Ploceus teniopterus, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 78, pl. 36. 
figs. 281, 282. 

Ploceus intermedius, Heugl. (nec Rüpp.) Syst. Uebers. 
1856, p. 38. no. 372, Shoa. 

Hyphantornis atrogularis, F. & H. (nee Heugl.) Vog. 
Ostafr. 1870, pp. 394, 395. 

Hyphantornis tenioptera, Heugl. Orn. N.O.-Afr. 1871, 
pp. 554, pl. 18. fig. 2, head, App. p. cxxx. 

Ploceus teniopterus, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, 
p. 151. 

Hab. N.E. Africa: Upper White Nile, betwcen about 10° 
and 5° N. lat. 

a, d juv. or in full moult, March. 6, 4 ad., May, 
Lado. c, g ad., July, Bor (Emin Bey). 
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149. ProcEUs SPILONOTUS. 

Ploceus spilonotus, Vigors, P. Z.S. 1831 (June), p. 92, 
Inland from Algoa Bay. 

Ploceus stictonotus, Smith, S. Afr. Quart. Journ. 1831 
(October), p. 11, Keishanna River. 

Ploceus flaviceps, Swains. B. W. Afr. ii. 1897, p. 259, 
pl. 32, Senegal. 

Hyphantornis spilonota, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. n. 1849, 
p. 351. i 

Ploceus chrysostictos, Licht, fide Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 441. 

Ploceus cyclospilus, Reichb. Singvög. 1861, p. 80, pl. 38. 
figs. 295, 296. 

? Ploceus brandtii, Reichb. t. c. p. 82, pl. 40. fig. 306. 

Hab. E. and S. Africa: between Mosambique, Natal, and 
Lake Ngami. 

M. Rochebrune records this species from seven localities 
in Senegambia, yet cousiders it to be rare there. Previously 
it was only recorded on Mr. Swainson's authority, from a 
skin possibly incorrectly labelled. I cannot, upon the pre- 
sent evidence, admit this species to be a native of Sene- 
gambia, but it may have been introduced. 

I have followed Dr. Reichenow in referring P. brantii, 
Reichb., to this species, but it appears to me to be indeter- 
minable. 


150. PLocEUSs sPEK11. 

Hyphantornis baglafecht, Blyth (nec Vieill.), Journ. As. 
Soc. Bengal, xxiv. 1856, p. 301, Somali. 

Hyphantornis spekii, Heugl. in Peterm. Geogr. Mitth. 1861, 
p. 24. 

Hyphantornis somalensis, Heugl. J. f. O. 1867, p. 379, 
Somali. 

Hyphantornis somalicus, * Heugl.," Finsch, J. f. O. 1868, 
p. 169; 

Hyphantornis meloxit, Antin. M.S. fide Salvad. Ann. Mus. 
Civ. Gen. 1884, p. 188, Galla. 

Ploceus spekii, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, 1. 1886, p. 146. 

Hab. N.E. Africa: Shoa, Galla, and Somah. 

a, d. May, Shoa. 
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151. ProcEus HEUGLINI. 

Textor atrogularis, Heugl. (nec Voigt), J. f. O. 1864, 
p. 245. 

Hyphantornis atrogularis, Heugl. J. f. O. 1867, p. 387; 
id. Orn. N.O.-Afr. pl. 19. 

Ploceus heuglini, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, p. 147. 

Hab. N.E. and W. Africa: from the Upper White Nile to 
the Niger and the Gambia. 

In the British Museum there are specimens from Sassa, 
Lokoja on the Niger, and the Gambia. 


152. PLOCEUS VELATUS. 

Ploceus velatus, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 132, Namaqua. 

Ploceus personatus, Swains. (nec Vieill), An. in Menag. 
1838, p. 306. 

Ploceus auricapillus, Swains. t. c. p. 346, S. Afr. 

Ploceus mariquensis, Smith, Ill. Zool. S. Afr. 1845, 
pl. 103. 

Hyphantornis velata, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 351. 

Hyphantornis mariquensis, Gray & Mitchell, l. c. ; Gurney, 
Ibis, 1868, p. 466, pl. 10. 

Tentor mariquensis, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 441. 

Hyphantornis nigrifrons, Cab. Mus. Hein. 1. 1851, p. 182. 

Ploceolus nigrifrons, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 78, pl. 37. 
fig. 287. 

Ploceus chloronotus, Reichb. t. c. p. 82, pl. 40. figs. 304, 
305. 

Hyphantornis capitalis, Layard (nec Lath.) B. S. Afr. 
1867, p. 180. 

Hyphantornis auricapillus, Layard, t. c. p. 183. 

Hyphantornis ethiops, Heugl. J. f. O. 1867, p. 380, Abys- 
sinia (Leyden Mus.). 

Hyphantornis vitellinus, Ayres (nec Licht.), Ibis, 1880, 
p. 106, Transvaal. 

Hyphantornis melanops, Cab. J. f. O. 1884, p. 240, pl. 3. 
fig. 2, Zambesi (type exam.). 

Hab. The whole of S. Africa. 
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This species is apparently entirely confined to S. Africa, 
and the locality Abyssinia for the type of Hyphantornis 
ethiops, Heugl., is probably incorrect. 

It appears to become gradually duller and more olive in 
colour as it approaches Natal. In Namaqua the specimens 
generally, if not always, belong to the bright form, my Ist var., 
to which I should refer P. velatus, Vicill., P. auricapillus, 
Swains., and H. melanops, Cab. My 2nd var., based upon the 
specimen figured Ibis, 1868, pl. x., is probably the P. 
mariquensis, Smith, which was founded upon a female bird ; 
and my 3rd var. is the H. nigrifrons, Cab., P. chloronotus, 
Reichb., and the H. ethiops, Hcugl. 


158. ProcEUs PERSONATUS. 

Ploceus personatus, Vieill, Gal. Ois. i. 1825, p. 117, pl. 84. 

Hyphantornis personata, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. D. ii. 1849, 
p. 351. 

Ploceolus personatus, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 77, pl. 35. 
figs. 274, 275. 

Hab. W. Africa: from the Congo to the Gold Coast. 

a, g ; b, 9. February. c, g; d,9ļ. Merch, Gold Coast 
(Shelley). 


154. PLOCEUS LUTEOLUS. 

Fringilla luteola, Licht. Verz. Doubl. 1823, p. 23, note, 
Senegambia. 

Ploceus melanotis, Swains. An. in Menag. 1838, p. 307. 

Fringilla chrysomelas, Heugl. Syst. Uebers. 1846, p. 41. 
no. 418, Bogos. 

Ploceus minutus, Müll. Naumann. 1851, p. 28, Nubia. 

Fringilla mülleri, Baldam. 1. c. 

Sitagra luteola, Cab. Mus. Hein. i. 1851, p. 181. 

Hyphantornis luteolus, Hartl. Orn. W.-Afr. 1857, p. 123 
(part.), Senegal. 

Ploceolus luteolus, Reichb. Singvég. 1861, p. 77, pl. 35. 
fig. 273. 

Ploceus luteolus, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, p. 153. 

Hab. N.E. and W. Africa. Between about 15? and 5? N. 
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lat. Bogos, Abyssinia, Shoa, White Nile to Lado in E. Africa. 
Senegambia and the Bulama Islands on the West Coast. 

a,d.July, Anseba valley (Blanford). b,g. July, Lado 
(Emin Bey). 


155. PLOCEUS SUBPERSONATUS. 

Hyphantornis subpersonatus, Cab. J. f. O. 1876, p. 92, 
Loango Coast. 

Ploceus subpersonatus, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, 
ps 152, pl. 5. fig. 4. 

Hab. West Africa: Landana and Loango Coast. 


156. PLOCEUS INTERMEDIUS. 

Ploceus intermedius, Rüpp. Syst. Uebers. 1845, pp. 71, 
76, Shoa (type exam.). 

Hyphantornis intermedia, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. i. 
1849, p. 351; Heugl. Orn. N.O.-Afr. pl. 18. fig. 2 (head). 

Ploceus erythrophthalmus, Heugl. Syst. Uebers. 1856, p. 38. 
no. 875, F ? 

Ploceolus capitalis, Reichb. (nec Lath.), Singvóg. 1861, 
p. 77 part, pl. 35. fig 276. 

Hyphantornis erythrothalina, Heugl. J. f. O. 1867, p. 386. 

Hyphantornis cabanisi, Peters, J. f. O. 1868, p. 133, Inham- 
bani (type exam.). 

Hyphantornis capitalis, Sharpe (nec Lath.), Cat. Afr. B. 
1871, p. 58, Natal. 

Hyphantornis nigrifrons, Buckley (nec Cab.), Ibis, 1874, 
p. 380, Bamangwato. 

Hab. N.E., E., and S. Africa. The whole East Coast of 
Africa from Shoa to Natal. 

a,b. Lamu and Pangani. c, d. October, Tati and Ba- 
mangwato. e, g. December, Omaruru. 

The chestnut shade on the yellow which surrounds the 
black head is strongest in specimens from the north, and fades 
out almost entirely in those procured to the south of the 
Zambesi. 

This and P. subpersonatus are little more than subspecies, 
but the preseut bird may be easily recognized by having a 
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rather stronger bill and very distinctly marked pale edges to 
the wing-feathers. 

157. PLocEUS MELANOCEPHALUS, 

Coccothraustes gambiensis, Briss. Orn. iii. 1760, p. 230, 
descr. good. 

Loxia melanocephala, Gm. S. N. i. 1788, p. 859, ex Briss. 

Coccothraustes melanocephala, Viel. N. D. xin. 1817, 
p. 523. 

? Fringilla. capitalis, Licht. (nec Latham), Verz. Doubl. 
1823, p. 28, descr. defect., Senegal. 

Ploceus cucullatus, Swains. (nec Müll), B. W. Afr. ii. 
1837, p. 261; Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 79, pl. 38. fig. 291, 
very bad. 

Textor cucullatus, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 441, ex Swains. 

Hyphantornis capitalis, Hartl. Orn. W.-Afr. 1857, p. 148, 
ex Licht. 

Hyphantornis cucullatus, Hartl. t. c. p. 125, ex Swains. 

Ploceus capitalis, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, 1. 1886, p. 138. 

Hab. W. Africa : Senegambia. 

a, d . Gambia. 

[Proceus puBoisr, Hartl. Bull. Mus. Roy. Hist. Nat. Belg. 
iv. 1886, p. 144, pl. 4. fig. 1. 

I have not examined a specimen of this supposed new 
species, which was collected in the neighbourhood of Lake 
Tanganyika by M. Storms. The type is undoubtedly an 
adult male in full plumage of a species very closely allied to, 
1f not identical with, P. melanocephalus, which is the same as 
the P. capitalis, Reichenow (nec Lath.). 

The measurements given I cannot rely upon, as the two 
specimens referred to this species are said to differ in the 
lengths of their wings by 1:5 inch—an evident error. 

As Dr. Reichenow is said to consider this to be a good 
new species, its characters must have been overlooked in the 
original description and figure.] 

158. PLOCEUS DIMIDIATUS. 

? Ploceus affinis, Heugl. Sitz. math.-nat. Cl. Ak. Wien, xix. 
1856, p. 37. no. 366 (9 ?, type exam. Berlin Mus.). 
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Textor rubiginosus, lMeugl. (nec Rüpp.), J. f. O. 1862, 
De A 

Hyphantornis dimidiata, Salvad. & Antin. Att. R. Acc. Tor. 
viii. 1873, p. 360; id. Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. iv. 1873, p. 483, 
ples. 

Ploceus dimidiatus, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, 1. 1886, 
p. 1380, pl. 5. fig. 3. 

Hab. N.E. and E. Africa : betwcen about 16° N. lat. and 
4° S. lat., from Kassala to Little Arucha. 

It is, I consider, impossible to determine for certain to 
what species P. affinis, Heugl., really belongs, as it is in the 
dull female dress, but Dr. Reichenow is probably eorrect in 
referring it to the present one. 


159. PLOCEUS BADIUS. 

Hyphantornis badius, Cass. Pr. Ac. Philad. 1850, p. 57, 
Fasoglo. 

Ploceus rufocitrinus, Müll. Naum. iv. 1851, p. 28. 

Ploceus mordoreus, Licht. MS. fide Bp. Rev. et Mag. Zool. 
1855, p. 76. 

Ploceus badius, Reichb. Singvög. 1861, p. 83, pl. 41. figs. 
309, 310. 

Textor galbula, Antin. (nec Riipp.), Cat. 1864, p. 62 ( 9), 
fide Salvad. Att. R. Acc. Tor. 1870, p. 240. 

Textor castaneo-auratus, Antin. Cat. p. 65. 

Ploceus, sp. ?, Heugl. J. f. O. 1865, p. 98. 

Hyphantornis axillaris, Heugl. J. f. O. 1867, pp. 298, 381. 

Hab. N.E. Africa: White Nile district. 


160. ProcEus caritatis. (Plate II. fig. 1.) 

Capital Tanager, Lath. Syn. Suppl. 1. 1787, p. 162, pl. 112, 
very bad. 

Tanagra capitalis, Lath. Ind. Orn. i. 1790, p. 432. 

Hyphantornis capitalis, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. D. i1. 1849, 
p. 351; Shelley, Ibis, 1883, p. 550, Abutschi and Shongo on 
Niger; Sharpe ed. Layard’s B. S. Afr. 1884, p. 442. 

Hab. S. and W. Africa: Niger river. 

In the British Museum there is a specimen labelled 
* S. Afriea," and another, Hyphantornis prosoborinus, with 
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no locality. Although Latham's description is poor and his 
illustration shockingly bad, he describes his bird as having 
the entire head blaek, being five inches in length, and with 
the breast “ of a fine yellow, inclining to orange." From its 
nearest allies it may be distinguished thus: P. melanocepha- 
lus has the breast pale yellow with no orange shade, nape 
yellow. P. dimidiatus and P. badius have the chest chestnut. 
All the other entirely black-headed species are larger. 


161. PLOCEUS GRANDIS. 

Ploceus collaris, Fraser (nec Vieill.), P. Z. S. 1842, p. 142, 
St. Thomas Is. (type exam. Brit. Mus.); id. Zool. Typ. 
pl. 45. 

Hyphantornis grandis, Gray, Gen. B. ii. 1849, p. 351, ex 
P. collaris, Fraser. 

Ploceus grandis, Reichb. Singvég. 1861, p. 83, pl. 51. 
fig. 307. 

Hab. W. Africa: St. Thomas Is. 


162. PLoceus ciNCTUS. 

? Ploceus collaris, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 129, Angola, 
Congo, Senegal. 

? Hyphantornis collaris, Hartl. Orn. W.-Afr. 1857, p. 126, 
ex Vieill. 

Hyphantornis cincta, Cass. Pr. Ac. Philad. 1859, p. 138, 
Camma R. ; id. Journ. Ac. Philad. 1862, p. 184, pl. 23. fig. 2. 

Ploceus cincta, Reichb. Singvég. 1861, p. 80. 

Hab. S. and W. Africa: from Benguela to the Gold Coast. 

In the British Museum there are three specimens from 
Fantee, but they are all immature. 


163. PLOCEUS NIGRICEPS. 

Hyphantornis larvatus, Sclat. (nec Rüpp.), P. Z. S. 1864, 
p. 110, Uzaromo. 

Hyphantornis nigriceps, Layard, B. S. Afr. 1867, p. 180, 
Kuruman. 

Hyphantornis cucullatus, Bocage (nec P. L. S. Müll.) , Jorn. 
Lisb. 1867, p. 384, Capangombe. 

Ploceus nigriceps, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1886, 
p. 137. 
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Hab. E., S., and W. Africa. South from Barava on the 
Somali coast, 1? N. lat.,to Natal, and from thence to Benguela 
and Malanje in Angola. 


164. Procrus cUCULLATUS. 

Fringilla senegalensis, Briss. Orn. iii. 1760, p. 173, pl. 15. 
fic. 

Oriolus cucullatus, P. L. S. Müll. Naturs. Suppl. 1776, p. 87 
ex Briss. 

Troupiale du Sénégal, Daub. Pl. Enl. pls. 8142,85 9. 

Oriolus textor, Gm. S. N. 1. 1788, p. 390, ex Buff. 

Ploceus textor, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 128, Congo. 

Fringilla longirostris, Vieill. Enc. Méth. 1823, p. 951, ex 
Briss. 

Fringilla velata (part.), Licht. (nec Vieill.), Verz. Doubl. 
1929. p- 24: 

Ploceus senegalensis, Shaw, Gen. Zool. xiv. 1826, p. 34; 
Swains. Zool. Ill. n. s. pl. 37. 

? Coccothraustes olivaceus, Fraser, P. Z. S. 1842, p. 144, 9 , 
Fernando Po. 

? Ploceus modestus, Hartl. Rev. Zool. 1845, p. 406, 9, 
Senegal, Abyssinia. 

Hyphantornis textor, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. n. 1849, 
p. 351. 

Hyphantornis modesta, Gray & Mitchell, l. c. 

Hyphantornis melanocephala, Bp. (nec Gm.), Consp. i. 
1850, p. 440. 

Hyphantornis magnirostris, Verr. in Hartl. Orn. W.-Afr. 
S57, P 127, oc Benecol 

Ploceus magnirostris, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 82. 

Ploceus solitarius, Württ. MS. fide Heugl. J. f. O. 1867, 
p. 297. 

Coccothraustes gambiensis, F. & H. (nec Briss.), Vög. 
Ostafr. 1870, p. 389, note. 

Hyphantornis gambiensis, Heugl. Orn. N.O.-Afr. pp. 552, 
CXXX. 

Ploceus cucullatus, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, i. 1856, 
p. 133. 
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Hab. N.E. and W. Africa. It ranges from Abyssinia to 
Senegambia, and down the West Coast to the Gaboon and 
the island of Fernando Po. It has been reeorded from 
Angola, but its occurrence there is open to doubt. 

Amongst the varieties may be seen specimens with the 
black on the back nearly absent, and the amount of the 
chestnut shade on the breast varies considerably. The black 
of the crown does not always extend on to the nape, this part 
being, I believe, the last to assume the full plumage. Most 
of these variations may probably be attributed to the condi- 
tion of the bird during its last moult. 


165. PLocEvs ABYSSINICUS, 

Lozia abyssinica, Gm. S. N. 1. 1788, p. 860. 

Ploceus melanocephalus (part.), Vieill. (nec Gm.), N. D. 
xxxiv. 1819, p. 131, Abyssinia, Senegal. 

Fringilla velata (part.), Licht. (nec Vieill.), Verz. Doubl. 
1838, p. 23. 

Ploceus larvatus, Rüpp. Neue Wirb. 1835—40, p. 91, pl. 33, 
fig. 1. 

Ploceus flavirostris, Rüpp. Syst. Uebers. 1845, pp. 69, 76, 
pl. 29, Abyssinia, Shoa. 

Hyphantornis larvata, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 951. 

Textor larvatus, Bp. Consp. 1. 1850, p. 440, 

Hyphantornis melanocephalus, Antin. Cat. 1864, p. 63. 

Ploceus solitarius, Wiirtt. MS. fide Heugl. J. f. O. 1867, 
D Ce. 

Hyphantornis abyssinicus, Finsch, Tr. Z. S. vii. 1869, p. 261. 

Ploceus abyssinicus, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. Jena, 1. 1886, 
p. 131. 

Hab. N.E. Africa: between about 16° and 5° N. lat. 

a, g. July, Lado (Emin Bey). 


166. PLOCEUS RUBIGINOSUS. 

Ploceus rubiginosus, Rüpp. Neue Wirb. 1835-40, p. 93, 
pl. 33. fig. 1, Abyssinia. 

Hyphantornis rubiginosa, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. .ii 
1849, p. 351. 
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Textor rubiginosus, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 442. 

IHyphantornis castanosoma, Reichen. Orn. Centralbl. 1881, 
p- 79, Berbera; id. J. f. O. 1881, p. 334. 

Hab. N.E. and E. Africa: from Abyssinia to Ugogo. 


167. ProcEUS CASTANEOFUSCUS. 

Ploceus castaneofuscus, Less. Rev. Zool. 1810, p. 99, Casa- 
manse. 

? Ploceus isabellinus, Less. t. c. p. 226, 9 ?, Sierra Leone. 

Hyphantornis castaneofusca, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 
1849, p. 351. 

? Hyphantornis isabellina, Gray & Mitchell, 1. c. 

Textor castaneofuscus, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 442. 

Ploceus  (Cinnamopteryz) castaneofuscus, Weichen. Zool. 
Jahrb. Jena, 1. 1886, p. 126. 

Hab. W. Africa: from the Congo to Senegambia. 

This species has been recorded from Nubia by Heuglin, 
on the authority of a single specimen, but 1 agree with Dr. 
Reichenow that there must be a mistake. 


168. PLOCEUS TRICOLOR, 

Ploceus collaris, J. E. Gray (nec Vieill.), Zool. Misc. i. 
1831, p. 6. 

Hyphantornis tricolor, Hartl. J. f. O. 1854, p. 110, Sierra 
Leone. 

Ploceus tricolor, Reichb. Singvög. 1861, p. 81. 

Hyphantornis fusco-castanea, Bocage, Jorn. Lisb. 1880, 
p. 58, Rio Loemma; id. Orn. Angola, 1881, p. 558. 

Hab, W. Africa: from the Congo to Sierra Leone. 

Mr. T. E. Buckley, while with me at Abouri in the Agua- 
pim mountains, shot out of a single flock two typically 
coloured P. tricolor and one Hyphantornis fusco-castanea, 
Bocage. I therefore feel no doubt that the latter form is 
only the immature of the prescnt specics. 


169. PLocevs NIGERRIMUS. 

Ploceus nigerrimus, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 180, 
Congo. 

Ploceus niger, Swains. An, in Menag. 1838, p. 306 (type 
exam. Paris Mus.). 
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Sycobius nigerrimus, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 353. 

Malimbus nigerrimus, Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 612. 

Sycobius albinucha, Bocage, Jorn. Lisb. 1876, p. 247, 
W. Afr. 

Ploceus (Melanopteryx) nigerrimus, Reichen. Zool. Jahrb. 
Jena, i. 1886, p. 125. 

Hab. W. Africa: from the Congo to the Gold Coast. 

The Gold Coast specimens aré apparently always rather 
small, and have occasionally, but not always, white bases to 
the feathers of the hind neck ; when these feathers are worn, 
a white collar at the back of the neck may sometimes be 
traced. One of these specimens formed the type of Sycobius 
albinucha, Bocage. 


22. MALIMBUS. 


1805. Malimbus, Vieill. Ois. Chant. p. 71, Type. 

pl. 42 ae o o o Mi, eristaiis. 
1816. Sycobius, Vieill. ES p- 33 . o o NVE OOS 
1820. Ficophagus, Viel. . . . . M. cristatus. 
1876. Atalochrous, Elliot, Ibis, 1876, p. 458 . M. rachelie. 


Key to the Species. 
a. Under tail-coverts black. 


al. Entire underparts black o odes mes 170. M. malimbicus. 
Gee OVeHeAd eU de M DU. M. malimbicus, d. 
postorchead DitCh ec e as Wes ene M. malimbicus, 9. 


b. Portion of throat and front of breast red. 
C, Crested. Forehead, space round the 
eyxecaxdeemn blacks | eee a 171. M. cristatus, 
d?. Not crested. 
d?. Forehead, crown, and entire neck 
red. Upper half of the throat and 


sides of the head black .......... 179. M. cassim. 
e. Entire head and back half of the 
noecliblac E EE etes rS 173. M. nitens. 


Under tail-coverts orange-red. 
f^. Upper half of the throat and entire sides 
oi tre bhead Wack aman E ces eate 174. M. scutatus. 
f^. With the entire crown, back, and  : 
sides of the neck scarlet ........ M, scutatus, d. 
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f^. With the entire head, back, and sides 


Gt ahe neck black ec eee: M, scutatus, 9. 
g`. With the entire throat and front half 
of the head orange-red ............ 175. M. rubropersonatus. 


c. Under tail-coverts yellow. Crown, neck, 
and lower throat orange-red. Upper 
throat and sides of head black.......... 176, M. rachehe. 


170. MALIMBUS MALIMBICUS. 

Tanagra malimbica, Daud, Aun. du Mus. i. 1802, p.151, 9 , 
pl. 10. fig. 2. 

Malimbus cristatus, Vieill. Ois. Chant. 1805, p. 71, pl. 43, 
? , Congo. 

Ploceus cristatus, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 129, 9, 
Congo, 

Ploceus rubricollis, Swains. An. in Menag. 1838, p. 306, 
ex Vieill. pl. 43, 9. 

Euplectes rufovelatus, Fraser, P. Z. S. 1812, p. 142, Fer- 
nando Po; id. Zool. Typ. pl. 46. 

Sycobius malimbus, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 438. 

Malimbus rubricollis, Strickl. Contr. Orn. 1851, p. 133, 
Gaboon. 

Sycobius nuchalis, Elliot, Ibis, 1859, p. 393, Gaboon. 

Sycobius rubricollis, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 90, pl. 61. 
figs. 332—334. à 

Malimbus rufovelatus, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. 1871, p. 60. 

Hab. W. Africa: from the Congo to the Gold Coast and 
Fernando Po. 


171. MALIMBUS CRISTATUS. 

Tanagra malimbica, Daud. Ann. Mus. Nat. Hist. i. 1802, 
p. 151, g, pl. 10. fig. 1. 

Malimbus cristatus, Vieill. Ois. Chant. 1805, p. 71, pl. 42, 
d (type exam. Paris Mus.). 

Ploceus cristatus, Vieill. N. D. xxxiv. 1819, p. 129, g, 
Congo. 

Sycobius cristatus, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, 
p. 352. 

Sycobius nigrifrons, Martl. J. f. O. 1855, p. 356, Rio 
Boutry. 
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Sycobius, sp.?, Bocage, Jorn. Lisb. 1866, p. 140. 
Malimbus cristatus, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. 1871, p. 60. 
Hab. W. Africa: from the Congo to the Gold Coast. 


172. MALIMBUS CASSINI. 

Sycobius cassini, Elliot, Ibis, 1859, p. 392, Gaboon (type 
exam. Brit. Mus.). 

Malimbus cassini, Elliot, Ibis, 1876, p. 461, pl. 13. fig. 1. 

? Sycobius rubriceps, Reicheu. (nec Sundev.) J. f. O. 1876, 
p. 209, Camaroons. 

Hab. W. Africa: Gaboon. 

I have restricted the range of this species to the Gaboon, 
although it appears probable that Sycobius rubriceps, Rei- 
chen., belongs here; but as that name was given to an 
immature bird, I should hesitate to decide upon the species to 
which it belongs without seeing the type. 


173. MALIMBUS NITENS. 

Ploceus nitens, J. E. Gray, Zool. Miscell. i. 1831, p. 7. 

Sycobius nitens, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, p. 352, 
ps7. 

Malimbus nitens, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. 1871, p. 60. 

Hab. Central and W. Africa : Ndoruma in Central Africa, 
and in West Africa from the Gaboon to Sierra Leone. 

The sexes appear to be perfectly similar in plumage, for in 
a large series of specimens from the Gold Coast I find no 
variations. 


174. MALIMBUS SCUTATUS, 

Sycobius scutatus, Cass. Pr. Ac. Philad. 1819, p. 157 ; id. 
Journ. Ac, Philad. 1850, p. 297, pl. 41. figs. 12, 29. 

Malimbus scutatus, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. 1871, p. 60. 

Hab. W. Africa: from the Gaboon to Sierra Leone. 

The specific characters which distinguish M. cassini from 
M. nitens are the same as those which characterize the sexes 
in this species. 


175. MALIMBUS RUBROPERsONATUS, (Plate II. fig. 2.) 
The whole front half of the head, the throat, crop, and under 
tail-coverts bright orange-red. Remainder of the plumage : 
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upper parts glossy jet-black, underparts duller black, very 
faintly tinted with brown. Bill buffish brown; legs dark 
brown. Total length 5:2 inches, culmen 0°55, wing 372, 
foe 2, tarsus O'S, 

Most nearly allied to M. scutatus, from which it differs in 
being smaller, and in having the entire chin, throat, and front 
half of the head orange-red, and the bill pale. 

Against its being an immature specimen of M. scutatus, 
which the colouring of the bill and legs might suggest, is the 
brightness of the red parts, and the absence of a brown shade 
on the back. The type was collected by the late Governor 
Ussher, in 1870, on the Gold Coast. 


176. MALIMBUS RACHELLE. 

Sycobius rachelie, Cass. Pr. Ac. Philad. 1857, p. 36, Muni 
R.; id. Journ. Ac. Philad. 1862, p. 185, pl. 23. fig. 3. 

Malimbus rachelie, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. 1871, p. 60. 

Hab. W. Africa: Gaboon. 


23. TEXTOR. T 
ype. 


1828. Textor, Temm. Pl. Col. pl. 446 . . T. albirostris. 
1836. Bubalornis, Smith, Rep. Exp. Expl. 

Centr. Afr. 1836, p. 50. cS T., panicivorus. 
1837. Dertroides, Swains. B. W. Afr. i. 


leor m IOo o e o T. albirostris. 
1861. Dinemellia, Reichb. See p. 88, 

ple4o. figs, 627, 9098 = o o T. dinemelli. 
1861. Alectrornis, Reichb. t. c. p. 89, pl. a 

fur 900. c Me T. albirostris. 


1885. Limoneres, Reichenow, J. f. O. 1885, 
pror o o o o o o o o So LA77C700C1 10, 


Key to the Species. 


a. Head and breast brown or black. 
a‘, With more than half of the basal portion 
of the inner webs of the quills white. 
Hilliretand smooth Jiawei eerie saa: 177. T. panicivorus. 
b. With no white on the inner webs of the 
qui ieee ra Peer E TUM LEN. qa 178. T. albirostris. 
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6. Head and breast white. 
c'. White parts with a buflish shade. Above 
paler, and with broad white edges to most 
OL tiie vip Ie enc sas pares 179. T. dinemelli. 
d' White parts with an ashy shade. Above 
darker, and with no white edges to any of 
Hie SAVER UP rU nM EU 180. T. boehmi. 


177. TEXTOR PANICIVORUS. 

Loxia panicivora, Linn. S. N. i. 1766, p. 302. 

Bubalornis niger, Smith, Rep. Exp. Expl. Centr. Afr. 1836, 
p. 91. 

Textor erythrorhynchus, Smith, Ill. Zool. S. Afr. 1811, 
pl. 64. 

Textor niger, Strickl. & Sclat. Contr. Orn. 1852, p. 150. 

Textor panicivorus, Hartl. Orn. W.-Afr. 1857, p. 131. 

Alectrornis panicivora, Reichb. Singvóg. 1861, p. 89. 

Hab. W. Africa: the whole of S. Africa and the Quanza 
river, with the exception of Cape Colony and Namaqua- 
land. 

a, d. August, Bamangwato ; b, g. July, Transvaal; cg. 
November, Damara; d, e, g 9 . October, Benguela. 


178. TEXTOR ALBIROSTRIS. 

Coccothraustes albirostris, Vieill. N. D. xiii. 1817, p. 534. 

Textor alecto, Temm. Pl. Col. 1828, pl. 446. 

Dertroides albirostris, Swains. B. W. Afr. 1. 1837, p. 163. 

Alectrornis albirostris, Reichb. Sigvóg. 1861, p. 89, pl. 45. 
fig. 330. 

Textor intermedius, Cab. v. d. Decken’s Reisen, ni. 1869, 
p. 32, pl. 11, Dalaoni R. and Kisuani. 

Textor scioanus, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 1884, p. 195, 
Shoa. 

Hab. N.E., E., and W. Africa. South from about 16? N. 
lat. to Kisani in Central E. Africa, and from Senegambia to 
Bissao on the West Coast. 

This species has been divided into three, and a good key to 
these varieties is given by Salvadori (Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 
1884, p. 196) ; but in my opinion these slight variations only 
indicate local and not always constant races. 
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Typical T. albirostris has the bill buff and swollen at the 
base in adults, and brown and smooth in the immature. 
From the Upper White Nile I have a specimen in almost 
full plumage, with a smooth brown bill, which might belong 
to any of the three races. 

T. intermedius has the bill smooth and red in the adults. 

T. scioanus has the bill red and swollen at the base in full 
adults. 

A typical specimen in my own collection, labelled “g. 
1-11-79: Dambi (Antinori),” is apparently fully adult. The 
bill is recorded as red, but is now buff with a dark tip. The 
bill in all these forms is stouter and slightly shorter than in 
the S.-African species. 


179. TEXTOR DINEMELLI. : 

Textor dinemelli, Horsf. Rüpp. Syst. Uebers. 1845, pp. 72, 
76, pl. 30, Shoa; Gray & Mitchell, Gen. B. ii. 1849, pl. 87. 
fig. 2 (spec. exam.). 

Dinemellia leucocephala, Reichb. Singvég. 1861, p. 88, 
pl. 45. figs. 327, 328. 

? Alecto dinemelli, Sclat. P. Z. S. 1864, p. 102, Unyamuezi 
(Speke). 

Hab. N.E. and E. Africa: between about 12? N. lat. and 
7? S. lat., from Shoa and Somali to Mamboio. 


180. TEXTOR BOEHMI. 

Textor böhmi, Reichen. J. f. O. 1885, p. 372. 

Hab. Central E. Africa. Victoria Nyanza and Tanjanyika. 
a, 9. October, Gonda (Böhm, Shelley Mus.). 


94. AMBLYOSPIZA. 


1850. Amblyospiza, Sundev. CEfv. Vet.-Ak. Type. 
Fórh. Stockh. 1850 (April), p. 98 . A. albifrons. 
1850. Coryphegnathus, Reichb. Av. Syst. 1850 
(June) M 7D o o o a a o o o d. LOTTO 
The genus Amblyospiza comprises four nearly allied species, 
each confined to a separate subregion. The adult males of all 
the species have the bill slaty horn-colour, a white forehead, 
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and a white speculum on the wing. In the immature birds 
the bill is yellow, and there is no white forehead or speculum ; 
the upper parts are more rufous and somewhat mottled, and 
the underparts white, or nearly so, mottled with dark brown. 
To a bird in this plumage must be referred Coryphegnathus 
schiff, Dp. (Consp. i. p. 451); but to which of the four 
species, an examination of the type can alone decide. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Larger and darker. The white of the forehead 
never extending back over the entire front half 
of thecrown. The white speculum much larger, 
about 0:4 inch broad. 

a’. Darker and generally smaller: wing 3-6 
inches. The head and neck with scarcely 
nnyenuionsisha demara veh ect) Cee cal - 181. 4. unicolor. 

5! Paler and generally larger: wing 596 to 4 
inches. The head and neck decidedly more 
rufous than the back. 

Ü. Head and neck deep chestnut-brown. Wing 


Stor menes r dine cence PURI 182. A. albifrons. 
c. Head and neck lighter chestnut. Wing 
SAO Ono UNC MGSs nek ees cus eee ces 183. A. melanotis. 


b. Smaller and paler: wing 33 to 5:55 inches. 
Head and neck fawn-colour. The white on 
the head extending over the entire front half of 
the crown. The white speculum much smaller, 
about 0'2 inch broad. Abdomen slate-colour.. 184. A. capitalbus. 


181. AMBLYOSPIZA UNICOLOR. 

Pyrenestes albifrons, Sharpe (nec Vigors), P. Z. S. 1878, 
p. 713, Mombas. 

Pyrenestes unicolor, Fisch. & Reichen. J. f. O. 1878, p. 264, 
Zanzibar. 

Amblyospiza unicolor, Shelley, P. Z. S. 1881, p. 589. 

Coryphegnathus unicolor, Fisch. J. f. O. 1885, p. 134. 

Hab. E. Africa: Zanzibar Province, between about 1° and 
6° 30' S. lat. 


182. AMBLYOSPIZA ALBIFRONS. 


Pyrrhula albifrons, Vigors, P.Z. S. 1831, p. 92, Inland from 
Delagoa Bay. 
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? Pyrrhula frontalis, Swains. An. in Menag. 1838, p. 319. 

Pyrenestes frontalis, Smith, Ill. Zool. S. Afr. 1840, pls. 62 
(ad.), 63 (young). 

Pyrenestes albifrons, Gray & Mitchell, Gen. D. ii. 1849, 
p. 356. 

Amblyospiza albifrons, Sundev. (itv. Vet.-Ak. Fórh. Stockh. 
1850, p. 98. 

Coryphegnathus albifrons, Bp. Consp. i. 1850, p. 450. 

? Coryphegnathus schiffi, Bp. t. c. p. 451. 

Hab. S. Africa: Transvaal, Natal, and the eastern portion 
of Cape Colony. 


188. AMBLYOSPIZA MELANOTIS. 

Coryphegnathus melanotis, Heugl. J. f. O. 1863, p. 21, 
White Nile. 

Coryphegnathus albifrons, Heugl. (nec Vigors), Orn. N.O.- 
Afr. pp: 591, exxxy. 

Amblyospiza albifrons, Hartl. Abhandl. nat. Ver. Brem. 
vii. p. 100, Lado and Magungo. 

Hab. N.E. Africa: Upper White Nile, between about 10? 
and 5? N. lat. 

a, d. March. à, d. November, Magungo (Emin Bey, 
Shelley Mus.). 


184. AMBLYOSPIZA CAPITALBUS. 
Pyrenestes capitalbus, Temm. MS., Ashantee. 
Coryphegnathus capitalbus, Temm. Bp. Consp. i. 1850, 
p. 451. 
jab. W. Africa: from the Congo to the Gold Coast. 


Since the publication of the first part of my Review of the 
Family Ploceidie, the following species has been described :— 


Laconosticta NITIDULA, Hartl. Bull. Mus. Roy. Hist. Nat. 
Belg. iv. 1886, p. 145, pl. 4. fig. 2, g and 9? 

] have examined the type of the adult male. It is a very 
well-marked form, which, according to my key of this genus, 
should be placed between L. rufopicta and L. senegala, with 
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both of which it agrees in having the “ bill red, with the 
culmen black," although in the illustration the bill is incor- 
rectly coloured yellow. 

It must not, on account of its name, be confounded with 
the Estrelda nitidula, Hartl. Ibis, 1865, p. 269, which I refer 
to the genus Pyéilia (Ibis, 1886, p. 319). 


IL.—24 List of Birds collected by Mr. Walter Ayres in Trans- 
vaal and in Umezeilla’s Country lying to the North-east 
of Transvaal, between the 23rd and 24th degrees of South 
Latitude and the 32nd and 33rd of East Longitude, with 
Notes by the Collector. Communicated by Jonn Henry 
GURNEY. 

[Sucu of the following species as have been obtained within 

the'l'ransvaal boundary, and have not been previously recorded 

from thence by Mr. Thomas Ayres or myself, are here num- 
bered consecutively with those of which I have previously 

spoken in the pages of ‘The Ibis. —J. H. G.] 


ScELOsPIZIAS POLYZONOIDEs (Smith). Smith's Many- 
banded Hawk. 

Female, adult, iris brick-red, shot in high trees, 19th 
June, 1885, at Lehtaba river, lat. 23? 10' and long. 31° 30*. 


AsTURINULA  MONOGRAMMICA (Temm.). | One-streaked 
Hawk. 

Female, shot at Buffel’s (Transvaal), September 1, 1885. 

I have met with these birds in the Rustenberg district; 
they are not so shy as most Hawks, and with a little caution 
one can generally get within shot of them; they are always 
found in bushy country. 


ACCIPITER MINULLUs (Daud.). Least South-African 
Sparrow-hawk. 

Female, adult, Lehtaba river, August 21, 1885. Length 
102 inches, tail 5, wing 61. Irides and legs yellow. Stomach 
contained small birds. Shot from the top branches of a 
high tree. 


